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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily specify a 
communicating party by displaying the communicating 
party on the desk top of a personal computer(PC) while 
using an identifiable icon, and operating this icon. 
SOLUTION: In a client/server system connecting plural 
PC through a network to a server, the pictures of user 
icons 1 and 2, which are prepared when a user performs 
accounting to the server, provided with information 
peculiar for the user and provided with the ability of user 
identification are displayed on the desk top of the PC, 
the user icons get the condition information of the user 
including the log-in or log-out information of the user 
PC and the activity schedule information of the user 
from the server and by designating the user icon 1 while 
adding indications 3 and 4 concerning the condition 
information to the user icons, the communicating party 
of electronic mail 8 or telephone 9 is specified. Besides, 
the user icon is provided with a function as a letterbox 
13 for preserving mail outputted from or inputted to the 
user. 
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< Partial Translation of Japanese Unexamined Patent 
Publication No. Hll-259393> 

[0066] Next, respective processing flows in the 
client-server system utilizing icon will be explained. 
Fig. 6 shows a processing flow of a whole structure of 
the client-server system. Firstly, the respective 
personal computers acquire information from the server 
to acquire information about all of the user icons . Then, 
the personal computer acquires the status of each of 
other users connected with the personal computer, who 
have the user icons. That is, the personal computer 
acquires the status, for example, of being logged in 
or out, being on a business trip or not, or being on 
holiday or not, etc. Then, the personal computer 
updates the display of the user icon in accordance with 
the status (see Fig. 7) . 

[0067] Then, the personal computer executes display 
processing of e-mail receptions from other users. When 
the personal computer receives an e-mail from another 
user, it switches the user icon of the other user to 
the status of unread- messages existing (see Fig. 8). 
The personal computer executes the status display 
processing and the e-mail reception display processing 
for the respective user icons. 



-l- 




[0068] Then, the personal computer whether there is 
an incoming call. When there is an incoming call, as 
shown in Fig. 9, the personal computer determines 
whether call refusal mode has been set. If the call 
refusal mode has not been set, the personal computer 
sets ring alert, and then switches the user icon of the 
other user to the status of call reception. Then, the 
personal computer connects the phone upon the user's 
response. If the user does not respond and a 
predetermined period of time passes, the personal 
computer activates voice mail mode and records voice 
mail. Then, the status of the user icon of the other 
user is switched to the unread message existing. If the 
call refusal mode has not been set, the voice mail 
recording is started immediately. 

[0069] Furthermore, the personal computer determines 
whether the user icon has been lapped over the telephone 
icon . If the user icon has been lapped over the telephone 
icon, the personal computer executes call processing 
shown in Fig. 10. That is, the personal computer 
acquires an account name from the user icon of the other 
user to be connected, and acquires a place of a server 
of the other user form the user icon of the other user. 
Then, the personal computer requests the connection to 
the server of the other user. If the connection is 
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established, the user talks. When the connection is not 
established, the personal computer determines whether 
to connect in the voice message mode, and sends the voice 
of the user as a message. 

[0070] Then, the personal computer determines 
whether an e-mail was sent. If a e-mail was sent, the 
personal computer, as shown in Fig. 11, acquires an 
account name of the other user to be connected from the 
user icon of the other user. Then, the personal computer 
acquires a place of the server of the other user from 
the user icon of the other user, and transmits an e-mail 
to the server of the other user. 

[0071] If an e-mail was sent, the personal computer 
determines whether a double click was made. If the user 
icon of the user was double-clicked, the personal 
computer opens a home directory. If the other user icons 
than the user's icon was clicked, the personal computer 
opens a box of e-mails for the other user to be 
connected. 

[0072] As explained so far, the user icons according 
to an embodiment of the present invention can be grouped 
into two following cases. In respective cases, the user 
icon has functions as follows. 

[0073] In one case, a user icon representing a user 
of a connecting client is displayed on a display screen, 
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preferably on a desktop, of the connecting client. In 
this case, the user icon serves as an entrance to a home 
directory on the server of the user. 

[0074] In the other case, a user icon of another user 
than the user of the connecting client is displayed on 
the display screen, preferably on a desktop, of the 
connecting client. In this case, the user icon serves 
the following three functions. The user of the 
connecting client uses the first function to connect 
with the other user of the user icon by using e-mails 
or a telephone. The second function serves as a mailbox 
storing e-mails from/to the other user. The third 
function displays the status of the other user together 
with the user icon of the other user. The status may 
be the other user ' s log-in status , business trip status , 
or holiday status. 

[0075] As described so far, an e-mail transmission 
or a call to the user indicated by the user icon by using 
the user icon is realized easily by operating the user 
icon in combination with a mail icon or a telephone icon. 
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I*, aB*<o«3M;:»L-c, *1\ jc#x-^^p^r 
So ^lt, #*ri-3»fm, aB*s>»>r ^f^ka- 




C8) #fi^ l l - 2 5 9 3 9 3 

. I [0 0 6 6] ftd, 7^3y»i>7>f7yhtw< 
S/^^^tc:fctt5*a^teJffi7n--(cot^r^T"ftl81- 

fifc^*!!f3l7D-Sr^Lr*5 9. *1% ^ft-eruo^yn 

fco^Twti!«£K#i-3o ^-ifr-r^v^^ 

70 £1"5 (H7#JH) 0 

[0067] avn\ afstt^^a-^^-^tffg* 

^^^S^tr^o ffi^e>^— ^fctttf. f0#©3.— 
IfT-f 3^Sr*K^-^!9ttli^«!E1-5 (H8# 
BO e rOctS&ttRft^ai^-^^ft^ftkSi: 

[0 0 6 8] ftV^-C, «S«>#«^fe5^<gA»*rf-*y 
«B»«a s fcJxfi* H9^1"«t5*-, £1\ a 

1* ics^w^iKai-ixtfe^tfaB*- KSreaii it 

'Sr*By-^*r9«MI^«3E1-5. aBS?5*- 
KiW3i^r-fcixtfittfe^#^^^-/H»-8 : *:lt»1- 

[0 0 6 9] Ml-, 3--1fT>f 3^Sr«BT>r=i^fcS 

i-aB«LH«rjifTi-5o astt^3.-if r-r = 

SaSftfci^mfrfrSflB*-- K-CStt1*53&»S^ 
tfxy^ L-CfflBTC^^-Hf^ff^Sr^ -yt-^t'L 

rasflii-s. 

[0 0 7 0] a^T, tf^-/WM^$^c^ 

WiLTs ffl#<D^"-/<m^-^3HSSrStfTl-5 0 
^0 [0 0 7 1 ] »ct, /KDSS^Six^A^ofca 

[0 0 7 2] KhBWLfcJ:9fc:, A*»KoX-«JB«m 
«5a-f7-f3y«:, ft(^1-J:5m>ct<»»tT2 
o^WSU *tt^ttOD*^-c»c^1-J;9*« 

[0 0 7 3] *of2, M« Ji:©*^iftii5±, L < W: 
50 a«5c©3--1f*ASr^1-*A03. 
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[0 0 7 4] flftfi, . iiff 7C(0«^®ffi±, U < fix 
fcU -ogwWIBfl, Stt^-i^P,©^/!, 

[0 0 7 5] :(DJ:3^ ^.-IfT^aVSrffifflL-C. 

[0 0 7 6] H±© J: 5 *Sll6*JB«c: .tixJK^l* ^ 
iB±i:«^ts: tx\ SKr^r 3 >Sr»fft raw 

RT>T3^SrJg£i-Srt^J:o-cafI^a*ri|#ST# 
"aflWfcf^SrMfift-CSSto-e*)*. 

[0077] a«ffi¥taffl#a**er-f = 
[oo78] ^ftoawtt^rotfd^w^afB 30 

Jt^T, *fi(wJi.offlajc:aft«^Sr«i--tiST?#5 
[0 0 7 9] Sfc, 3.-ifoa^>^ U»«a, 

[0 0 8 0] Jffc, ^-^s#«L*r ms#ttas 40 
[0081] $ p>k, ais#Pflt?**iBasarSv%(ciiiifi 

<CA« b«B(ii J: 5S^oa«S*R»(-tr 
[0 0 8 2] 
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/e 

[Hi&*wjB»4ttW] 

[B2] **WW*l»gttfc:«5 % ttfliwr^y, 

[H3] *«wo*jift?gii8»-«5, asa«i-*5»t5tt 

¥^*8^^ aR4* w*#*^iiii5ioS!:^irife* 
[II 4] «^^-/uSriS«i-5B8fc, « /■^-A'Wfl© 

[B5] *»oa«ffi#(Z)t>36^»^ffi#|C»LT, 
[H6] ^-/<A»(bOtt#^J:?itt#r><=i^S r iB»L 

[H 7 ] a«ffi^<0tfcfc£a«4fl#a>r-< = ^w«n, 

[H9] ««S»«w&St-to*>j"^i-Sfc*^|IHS: 
[HI 0] ^^iSaiSfeaffiSrff^fcfe^lKSr^l- 
[Bl 1] ttt—fr&iKo&m&fiifztoto^Ki&TF 
[Hi 2] ^|77'f/^ii>-/«#77<;^ 
[Hi 3] Jt^^r^^Sf^-^m^^r^/L'^ 
[Hi 4] X^yy^^^-^—^WMyy^^b 

2 u^y LTV>£3 ;a^^-> 3 y07^=iy 

3 tij!li*«<7)JRttSr^1-*^ 

5 ^Ari><b£M yir-v?fcij©«tt*^+*^ 

6 %Afab<Dmmmt^x\,^m\!kz^&^ 

7a sh/w^rt'roWf (r— ^7>f3y 

8 Sa««16<0T-f aV' 

8 a s(s«ffior-r = ^ 
8 b lll»7.^y 
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1 0 T-?9tr4i/B y©^yK> 
1 2 ft/Is? 

1 3 a Sflh?^ = ^»f^#04fCOiSS« y * h 

y * h 

1 4 a r/!)^-^3 

1 6 «BSrail3fcV^^<or^3^^K7y^& Kn 
1 7 K7y^& Kny^-^i«fflL-CiS9fc^ 

1 9 T KU-*(K 



75 



2 3 tt#WtRlia5JiaM:S:>J<i-*^ 

2 4 ip^^tfc^ffi^r -y n >- . 

2 5 «R«tBOT><=i^ 

2 6 «K<OS^*«^"t*5 ^^K!? 

2 7 ft]^0)^a&g»£;h/C^5fft 

2 8 •«»W#fe«^+5*^VK*2 6 t*#|tfiWSr 

/0 2 9 «Ktt-f-Sr*^i-S»^ V K£ 2 6 <t ##BiEH 
LfcV^^yK? 3 0 tSrtt^-^/i/ 

3 0 V K>7 

3 1 WVK*30 rtfc*/j<S;fcfc^0>S« 

3 2 SK^y = Vftff-^O^^x^-y/u 

33 nistt^-^**— 

3 4 - /w-r— ^ 
3 5 HfO^-;l/7K^^ 
3 6 > — j)s<D#s( h/U 
3 7 ^— /K75*](t 
20 3 8 tf7r^^ 

3 9 l^^-/^r>7 , i/- h*S#W-Sfca&0>Si 

4 0 ^-^f-^ (*IF.HriB) 



[B2] 



3 
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RETURN ^ ) 
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f RETURN j 
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f RETURN J 
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